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Value of Main Meat Exports 
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0 200 400 600 800 1000 1200 1400 1600 1800

Poultry

Pigmeat

Sheepmeat

Beef

ú339 m

ú199 m 

ú1,619 m

ú163 m

Source: DAFF, 2010



UK

52%

France

11%

Italy

11%

Netherlands

10%

Other

16%

Irish Cattle & Beef Export Markets 2009

Ireland exports over 80% of its beef production. Russia 

is the main market outside of the EU. 

Source: DAFF, 2010



Beef Exports 2008 to 2009
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Opportunities for Irish Producers

Current Position

ÅNo GM crops grown 

in Ireland

ÅGrass fed production 

system

ÅGreen Image

ÅGeographical 

location 

Other Countries

France: Nov ó09, launches 

óNon GMO fedô meat 

label. 

Austria: Successful GM-

free label

Germany: Successful GM-

free label



Barriers 

ÅGM-Free voluntary 

label in discussion

ÅNo established 

certification for GM-

free 

ÅClimate necessitates 

some compound feed

ÅHigh reliance on 

Imported Feed

Imported Feed 2009

ÅSoy & By Products: 

587,002 T (Argentina & 

Brazil)

ÅMaize: 321,589 T (France)

ÅMaize B/P: 177,471T 

(Argentina)

ÅRape Seed: 235,180T 

(UK)



Irish Compound Feed Produced 2008

Inc. bulk and bags, pellets, meal & coarse

Cattle Group Tonnes

Calf 141,852

Dairy 883,779

Beef 1,025,510

Bull 58,688

Balancer 17,205

Other 36,462

Total 2,163,497

Of which for export 26,530
Source: DAFF, 2010



Market Demand: Consumers 

Source: Eurobarometer, 2006

http://www.gmo-compass.org/features/zoomimage.php?image=/data/imagescontent/news/275_eurobarometer2_zoom.jpg&width=500&height=472


Voluntary GM-Free Label

Farmers must be given the opportunity 

to showcase the quality aspects of 

their food by making best use of

marketing standards, both optional and

reserved terms, including a GM-free 

label.


