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Swiss consumer opinion on the sale of genetically 
modified food …

GMO food
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very bad
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…and feed for livestock (and pets) 

GMO feed
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Moratorium up to 2010

– The “GMO-free Initiative” was 
launched in February 2003 

– The necessary signatures were 
collected within 4 months 

– In November 2005 Switzerland voted 
for a five-year moratorium on the 
planting of GMO crops, 
(55.7%, all cantons)

– However, the import of approved 
genetically modified plants for food 
and feed is not affected by this 
moratorium!
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Legal requirements
– Switzerland was the first country to introduce labelling for genetically modified 

food and feed

– According to Swiss Law on Genetic Modification (in force since 1.1.2004)
the costs of segregation are to be paid by those who import genetically 
modified feed or food

– Art. 16 Segregation of goods flow
1 Anyone who deals with genetically modified organisms must use appropriate due 
diligence to avoid undesired them being mixed with non-genetically modified 
organisms. SR 814.91 (unofficial translation)
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No GM animal feed for labels such as Coop 
Naturafarm

Coop Animal Feed Guideline

Inadmissible feed components
– Products from genetically modified 

plants

Use of soy from sustainable sources
– Coop endeavours to ensure that soy 

…. comes from sustainable sources 
in accordance with the “Basel 
Criteria”
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Suisse Garantie . . . and all other labels
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Farmers’ organizations, feed industry and 
consumers’ interest groups – ongoing 
discussions

– Only very little GMO feed has been imported into Switzerland so far
– For cost reasons it was decided to opt for GMO-free animal feed for as long 

as possible
– Discussions still ongoing about feed used for imported meat and poultry
– Discussions still ongoing about the impact of imported animal feed on global 

warming and destruction of rain forests
– Is non-GMO becoming a niche? What are the costs and who pays for 

segregation and certification of non-GMO crops?
– How can communication to consumers be improved with the current 

restrictive legislation?
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